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Ideas, strategies, and measures for the compilation of the water security safeguarding plan during the
15th Five-Year Plan period in the Huaihe River basin//YANG Feng
Abstract: The Huaihe River basin is a region with a high concentration of multiple national strategic
initiatives, and its water security is critical to the region’s high-quality development and the quality of
life for people. This paper summarizes the basin’s achievements in flood and drought disaster prevention,
water conservation and intensive utilization, ecological protection and restoration, and the development
of governance systems and legal frameworks. It analyzes the challenges faced during the 15th Five-Year
Plan period, including weaknesses in the flood control system, the incomplete system for water resources
development and allocation, the continuing severity of river and lake protection and governance issues,
and deficiencies in the “four unifications” of basin governance and management. In response, the plan’s
formulation should be based on the actual conditions of the basin and focus on six key areas: improving
the flood control system, implementing major national water network projects, establishing and improving
water-saving policies and institutions, restoring river and lake ecosystems, promoting the development
of digital twin water conservancy, and strengthening institutional, legal, and governance systems. These
efforts aim to provide a solid water security safeguarding for the region’s high-quality economic and
social development.
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